
Indoor Air Quality

Today, more than ever before, maintaining the quality of indoor air has become one of the most 
significant challenges faced by projects seeking LEED Certification. Indoor air quality affects 
the health and well-being of building occupants and is a critical aspect in the long-term value 
and performance of buildings. 

Did you know that the U.S. Environmental Agency (EPA) ranks indoor air pollution as one of the 
top five risks to human health and has been associated with asthma, cancer, and reproductive 
and developmental problems?

U.S. Vinyl’s Response

Through extensive research, U.S. Vinyl has assisted in the development of special formulations 
to meet the stringent emission criteria required by GREENGUARD Environmental Institute’s 
Standard for Low Emitting products. GREENGUARD Certified products are recommended by 
the leading sustainable building programs such as:

USGBC’s LEED Rating System,•	
CHPS Best Practices Manual Volume III,•	
Green Guideline for Healthcare,•	
NYC Department of Design and Construction Sustainable Design Specifications, •	

	 just to name a few.

All of our standard vinyl wallcoverings, 21 ounce and under, can be manufactured with 
GREENGUARD Certification. We can produce these wallcoverings without compromising the 
aesthetics, durability, or overall performance of the product. In addition, this product is superior 
in the aspect that it provides low emissions, no heavy metals, and is cadmium and DEHP free. 
These advancements contribute to a healthier indoor environment and provide an excellent 
ROI.



While hospitality is our primary focus, we’ve gone beyond the call and also ensured that 
our products can be manufactured to meet the GREENGUARD for Children and SchoolsSM 
certification. This certification surpasses the California 1350 and State of Washington emission 
standards in the respect that our products undergo quarterly testing as well as annual re-
certification. 

We chose to pursue this additional certification due to the fact that the health risks associated 
with poor indoor air quality are more prominent in children and the elderly. This is a direct result 
from them spending more time indoors and having underdeveloped and/or depressed immune 
systems. The use of GREENGUARD for Children and Schools certified wallcovering is truly a 
healthy choice for the healthcare and assisted living markets.

The Benefits

Listed below are some of the benefits you attain by specifying and utilizing U.S. Vinyl wallcoverings 
that carry these GREENGUARD Certifications:

Contribute to the overall health of a building by providing low-emitting products,•	
Have peace-of-mind in knowing that you will always have a compliant product that•	  
undergoes regular third-party testing in a marketplace overrun by “greenwashing”,

Employ a product that supports LEED credits for NC and CI,•	
Improved durability when ordered with our Tough As Nails•	 ® print protector, 

and the great quality and service you’ve grown accustomed to from U.S. Vinyl!•	

If you’d like to learn more about U.S. Vinyl’s commitment to environmental responsibility, please 
contact your local sales representative or our corporate office. We welcome the opportunity to 
work with you in meeting your ever-changing wallcovering needs.



U.S. Vinyl Manufacturing 

Allure Solid - GC

This product has been GREENGUARD Indoor Air 
Quality Certified® by the GREENGUARD
Environmental Institute under the GREENGUARD 
for Children & SchoolsSM product certification 
program.

Certification Details:

Certification No: WF10Wa9004411-21

Certification Status: Certified

Certification Period(s): 11/2007- 11/2008

Certification Restrictions:

21 oz. or less

GREENGUARD Product Emission Standard for Children & Schools

GREENGUARD Indoor Air Quality Certified Products meet the following minimum emission requirements:

Product Category: Wall Finish Product Sub Category: Vinyl Wall Covering

Individual VOCs1 < 1/100 TLV and <  CA chronic REL

Formaldehyde2 < 0.0135 ppm/13.5 ppb

Total VOCs3 < 0.22 mg/m

Total Aldehydes4 < 0.043 ppm/43 ppb

Total Phthalates5 < 0.01 mg/m

Total Particles (< 10 m)6 < 0.02 mg/m

1Any VOC not listed must produce an air concentration level no greater than 1/100 the Threshold Limit Value (TLV) industrial work place standard
(Reference: American Conference of Government Industrial Hygienists, 6500 Glenway, Building D-7, Cincinnati, Ohio 45211-4438) and no
greater than 1/2 the CA Chronic Reference Exposure Level (CREL) http://www.oehha.ca.gov/air/chronic_rels/AllChrels.html - (CRELs) Adopted
by the State of California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA), February 2005).

2Formaldehyde criteria established so that emission levels reach 0.014ppm (13.5 ppb) within 14 days of installation (meeting CA 1350
requirements).

3Defined to be the total response of measured VOCs falling within the C6 – C16 range, with responses calibrated to a toluene surrogate.

4Defined to be the total response of a specific target list of aldehydes (2-butenal; acetaldehyde; benzaldehyde; 2, 5-dimethylbenzaldehyde,
2-methylbenzaldehyde; 3-and/or 4-methylbenzaldehyde; butanal; 3-methylbutanal; formaldehyde; hexanal; pentanal; propanal), with each
individually calibrated to a compound specific standard.

5Total phthalates include dibutyl (DBP), diethylhexyl (DEHD), diethyl (DEP), butylbenzyl (BBP), di-octyl (DOP), and dimethyl (DMP) phthalates.

6Particles applicable to fibrous, particle releasing products with exposed surface area.

Complies with California Department of Health Services'  "Standard Practice for the Testing of Volatile Organic Emissions from Various Sources
Using Small-Scale Environmental Chambers" 2004 (CA section 01350)

GREENGUARD Certification affirms that a product’s emissions fall within the limits selected by GREENGUARD from reputable third-party risk
based criteria, as identified above. GREENGUARD program testing is conducted consistent with a defined protocol and does not measure
emissions under usage conditions other than those defined in the protocol and does not address potential environmental impact other than
chemical emissions.

For further product details, visit the product listing at www.greenguard.org. If you have any questions, contact the GREENGUARD Environmental
Institute at 1.800.427.9681.
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Dancing Custom - GC

Pattern specific Certificates may be found at www.greenguard.org, keyword: usv


